
Southern Middle School SBDM Nominees 2019-2020 Council 

John Dabney 

My name is John Dabney and I would love the opportunity to serve on the Southern Middle School 

SBDM Council during the 2019-2020 school year.  I have been married to a public school educator for 14 

years and have two children Maggi (11) and Miles (8).  Maggi will be an incoming 6th grader at Southern 

Middle next fall and we are excited about the opportunities SMS will provide next year. 

I myself am a product of Fayette County Public Schools having graduated from Lafayette High School in 

1991 and believe in the public school system and what it has to offer our children.  I personally have 

worked in the cable industry for almost 20 years before recently making a career change to realty.  With 

my career change comes a more flexible schedule and I would love the opportunity to give back to the 

schools to support our children.   

I would be honored to be a part of the Southern Middle School Site Based Decision Making Council 

 

Lisa Fluharty 

Hello SMS Families! 

My name is Lisa Fluharty and I would be honored to serve on the SBDM Council at Southern Middle 

School for the 2019-2020 school year.  I, myself, am an alumni of Southern Middle School many years 

ago. I graduated from Tates Creek High School and went on to the University of Kentucky, where I 

majored in English and minored in American History.  My oldest daughter, Ava, who is a current 8th 

grader here at Southern, will be headed to Tates Creek High School next year.  Her younger sister, Ede\n 

is currently a 5th grader at Veterans Park Elementary and will be coming to Southern in August.  Our 

family will be a part of the fantastic Spartan community for a long time as I also have a 2nd grader named 

Drew.   

Serving on the council this past year has been a great experience.  I am fully invested in the future of 

Southern Middle School, in part because I will have children who are students here for quite a few years, 

but also because building great schools benefits everyone in our corner of Lexington.  I have a personal 

interest in making sure our schools are equipped to serve all students.  I also believe in doing what we 

can to build a true community where teachers, administration, parents and especially students can feel 

proud of their school. 

Thank you for your consideration for me to continue to serve on the SBDM Council at SMS. 

 

Donald Gillett 

Reverend Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II, serves as the Senior Pastor at East Second Street Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) where he has served since July 1999 the Executive Director of the Kentucky Council 

of Churches where he has served since June 2017 and Adjunct Faculty at Lexington Theological 

Seminary.   Reverend Dr. Gillett holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathematics from Jarvis Christian 

College in Hawkins, TX; a Master of Divinity from McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL; a Master 

of Business Administration Degree from Indiana Wesleyan University, Marion, IN and a Doctorate of 



Ministry Degree from Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, KY.  Reverend Dr. Gillett currently 

serves as the chair of the UCMS Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), President of the 

National Convocation Board of Directors for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Parent 

Representative of the Southern Middle Schools Site Based Council (SBDM). He has served and chaired 

various community organizations and denominational boards.  Reverend Dr. Gillett has four children, 

Jeremy, Liyah, Tasia, and Donald, III (Trey) and one grandchild Jayda.  He is married to Dr. Charisse L. 

Gillett, President of the Lexington Theological Seminary.  I believe that every child deserves a quality 

education I would like to assist in developing policy with administration and teachers to ensure this 

reality.    

Emily Tillett 

Hello!  My name is Emily Tillett.  I am currently serving as one of your parent representatives on the SMS 

SBDM Council.  It has truly been a blessing and an honor to serve on the Council.  My understanding of 

SBDM Councils and SMS has greatly increased through my experience over the past two years and I feel 

that because of that experience I am better able to advocate for all SMS students and families.  I would 

love the opportunity to serve on the SMS SBDM Council once again for the 2019-20 school year.   

I have two children, Matthew who will be in 8th grade next year and Lauren who is an incoming 6th 

grader.  In addition to the SMS SBDM Council, I have been involved at Southern over the past two years 

with the math team One Way, helped with TA, held sell wristbands for T-Shirt Tuesdays and have also 

served on the PBIS committee and the FRC Advisory Council.  While my children were in elementary 

school, I served five terms on the Veterans Park Elementary School SBDM Council as a parent 

representative.  I have spent time each week volunteering as a mentor at another local middle school 

the past two years in order familiarize myself with a mentoring program that will hopefully be 

implemented at SMS for 2019-20.  I am very committed to advocacy for children.  I will help in any way 

that I can to help SMS continue its journey to become the top middle school in Lexington.  

Over the past two years, it has been my mission to relay anything that I hear (either directly or 

indirectly) about Southern Middle School to the Council’s attention.  This could be a concern or a 

compliment.  If I am made aware of something, you can be sure that I will bring it up.  I am not afraid to 

ask questions or share my opinion.  I am very dedicated to my role as your parent representative on the 

Council and make attendance at all SBDM meetings a priority.  I am aware that each child at Southern 

Middle School is a unique individual with his/her own needs.  If elected to the SMS SBDM, I would 

continue to make it my priority to make sure all of the children’s needs are considered before making 

any recommendations or decisions.  I would be honored to represent the parents of SMS children on the 

SBDM Council next year and deeply appreciate your consideration. 


